,.-,i3fhe “word-recoKnition” mkh- , 
^ od of teaching reading is based 
, on a fundamental confusion as 
,;.to.;the^,nature’ of written lan- 
1 guage. , This confusion ^terns’ 

' . from the erroneous view that 
in f a ' language employing a’’ 
' . phonetic 'alphabet, written 
words are symbols of things.' 

' fnrf nothing of the, 

, I sort. They .^re symbols of 
jiSppken pounds. More accurate-’ 
ly, they, are morp than symbols: 
chords of 'sound, *com- - 
parable to njusical notation. , 

, Consequently,” the protago^ 
rusts of visual teaching of 
readmg are making the.'hope- 
'* less attempt to convert a pho- 
vhetic, language, ,into a '.pic- 
Uggtapmo , language, . and by so , 

I -ooxng -■ to ' set civilization . back 
some 30 penturies. Next to the 
finventiqn .of; .language '^itself," 

1 . the Invention of the 'phonetic 
, 'alphabet ranks highest of all 
^ inventions in the intellectual 
. advance of mankind. For it 
fgave;.'an incomparable tool for 
the- ^ diffusion ’’ of, knowledge " 

; • among aU classes; 'and in mod- 
; ern democracies, it more and ' 

; more assures, that the talents 
; of all classes wiU be tapped for . 
the common good. . - ’ 

unless the* visual 
fpally triumphs. For 

yirtual.imteracy.:The reasS is 

' method "de- 

mands that the reader memorize 
the forms of words instead of 
. dynamic sound- 

systems. . The English language 
,. contains upward of 500,000 
fi words,] .’iAV;, well-read; • person 
' ^hws many thousands of these ' 
words; but it would ‘require | ' 1 
long.^etime^to memorize the ‘! 

few aousands of these .words. ‘ ' 

, fatal ! llandicap^ of the ' 

V suai method has bhL put t^' 

« scientific test. Dr. Sam- 
, uel -Oftonij well-known practi- 

of field 

end speech 
difficulties of, children, told me 
- some .years ”ago. that’ he hM 
. Children for 

‘‘ and that there 

' Jho® ®ne 'fiifficulty’common'‘'to 

’ ' J f ^ majority of them,. , 

^^®,Pietogram method ' 

't confused hun- 

orcds of common words ' 

extensive mSsS'attons £Jfi 
among stu- 
visual. method, 25 
, jPen cent learn , to read mod- 
Pe^T.’cent are so - 


“Reading” is defined as “tak- 
ing in the sense of, as of Ian-' 
guage, by interpreting the 
characters with which it is ex- 
pressed” (alphabet) or “utter- 
ing aloud or rendering some- 
thing written” (note sound ele- 
ment). - , 

"Alphabet” is defined as “the 
series of characters used in 
writing a language, and in- 
tended to represent the sounds, 
of which it consists.” 

“Writing” is a'efined as “one 
of the oldest arts, usually di- 
vided into Ideographic writing" 
(such as ancient hieroglyphics) 
“m which signs represent ideas, 
and into phonetic writing, in 
•which signs represent sound.” 
In all of these definitions, the 
idea of the correlation of the 
two senses of sight and -hear- 


ing iS clear. Phonics is a very 
basic science. It is merely the' 
science of the • association of 
the sight of words with the 
sound of words. 

A child hears words and he 
sees words; phonics is the tie- 
in. A child reads words he 
. wishes to say; phonics is the 
tie-in. A child hears words he 
' wishes to write; phonies is the 
tie-in. 

How else can reading be pos- 
sibly taught other than through 
the medium of phonics, the 
basic tbol! 

A child must see a word be- 
fore he can read it. Therefore, 
all reading is sight reading. . 
What do our “experts” mean by 
•‘sight reading” as a means of 
teaching “sight reading”? Can’t 
quite figure this one out. 

' At any rate, I believe our 
modern educational “experts" 
slipped up and forgot to have 
the compilers of dictionaries 
and encyclopedias bring their 
, definitions up to date to corre- 
spond with modern teaching 
methods. 

BETTY HALLMAN. 

Arlington. 


I SYNTHESIZER BROADCAST _ 

9”>v- ' it' 

WGMS Washington April 27 at 7:05 p.m. 
broadcast for the first time in the city the results 
of the electronic sound syntliesizer developed 
and recently introduced by the David Samoff 
Labs, Princeton, N. J. The electronic synthe- 
sizer, according to WGMS, “is a music making 
device that can, in theory, originate any sound 
and any voice. Therefore, by mechanical means 
alone, music can be produced which does not 
originate with any musician or musical instru- 
ment.” Members of the press, electronics in- 
dustry and music and hi-fi fields heard a pre- 
view of the music and explanatory talks tha' 
same day before the broadcast. Musical eif- 
amples were introduced with especially trim- 
scribed remarks by Brig. Gen. David Sarnoffi 
I'/l' \ ■" -\ ^ 


, — -.uj. iu , U 118 latter cias.s’tbsf ’• 

of - adolescence, ' 
( as Dr. Orton’s' case- 

J histones show,' revolt / against 
this .v,mystenous “inferiority” ’ 
leads to such activities a<c 

f, tore, f i^or'Visualt reading^om* ’ 
; bined with TV, radio the ' 

1, tne -.'.pictorial , magazinp<! ’ ic 

W4RD:shePASD. . 
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